
 

Community Events and Parades on the public highway 

Q & A 

Why have the requirements on event organisers changed? 

Kent Police are no longer able to provide officers to carry out traffic management for 
most events on the public highway.  

KCC Highways & Transportation, Kent Police and Tonbridge & Malling Borough 
Council, have agreed to develop a new procedure to facilitate these community 
events to continue (this procedure is currently being developed). 

What are the main changes to the current process? 

The main change is that, rather than using Police officers to close the road the 
emphasis is on the event organiser to provide ‘competent’ marshals to maintain the 
traffic management that is put in place.  

KCC Highways and Kent Police will verify the list of competent marshals to ensure 
they are suitable for the type of event and the traffic management. 

Is there any charge for closures administered by TMBC? 

There are no charges applied directly to event organisers for the application and 
approval process for events on the public highway that use the Town Police Clauses 
Act administer by TMBC.  

However, if as part of the event management plan, cones and signs are required, it 
is the responsibility of the event organiser to source the correct signage and traffic 
management.  

Is there any charge for closures administered by KCC? 

Yes, KCC will make charges if the event requires a Road Traffic Act closure. 

Is there any help available to draft the event management plans? 

Yes, Kent Police have a newly formed events team that are able to help with the 
aspects of the traffic management plans, whilst KCC Highways will review and help 
with the plans for any planned events on the public highway. 

What will happen with Remembrance Day Services? 

Kent Police will continue to provide officers to assist in the traffic management where 
resources allow.  
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The Process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Andy Edwards, Principal Engineer TMBC – townpoliceclauses@tmbc.gov.uk 

Chris Seare, KCC Highways and Transportation – roadworkswest@kent.gov.uk 

Warren Jarvis, Kent Police  - events.west.division@kent.pnn.police.uk  

Please note that Kent Police will continue to support Remembrance Day Parades 
where resources allow.  

Event Organiser to contact TMBC officers 

with details of proposed event 

TMBC officers will assess the events to 

determine how the event should be 

progressed. Details will be circulated to 

KCC Highways and Transportation and 

Kent Police for comment 

The Borough will process a closure for 

the following type of events.  

• Processions/Parades (e.g. - 

Carnivals, Christmas lights, St 

Georges Day) 

• Community events (Charity events) 

 

NO CHARGES APPLY 

KCC will progress the closures for the 

following type of events. 

• Sporting Events (marathons and 

triathlons etc.) 

• National events/celebrations (Big 

Lunch, Jubilee, Olympic torch, 

Street Party celebrations etc) 

• Profit making events (Farmers 

Markets etc) 

KCC CHARGES APPLY 

KCC Highways - Road Traffic Act Closure 

The Police and KCC Highways will 

feedback any comments and guidance 

back to the event organiser directly.  

Once KCC Highways and Kent Police 

have confirmed their support for the event 

TMBC will process a legal order to close 

the road.  

Event Organisers will have to conform to 

all the requirements set out be KCC. 

TMBC - Town Police Clauses Act Closure 

KCC will process a Road Traffic Act 

Closure. 


